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A Table of the Sites of Kokufu( EA)
Ryo KINOSHITA

Kokufu were the seats of provincial governments in ancient
Japan, and also the local certers of industry, traffic, reli-
gion, and culture in general.

In the study of ancient Japan, especially of the Ritsuryo
(&%) system, the need is keenly felt for a table of those
sites.

A number of such tables have been made since 1899, but we
have no adequate one except for those prepared for the specific
purpose of showing the relation between Kokufu and Kokubunji
(B4 % ) in the 8th century.

Though Kokufu often changed their sites in the course of a
few centuries, none of the above tables clarify such removals.

rnhc writer has been studying the removal of Kokufu sites,
and here presents a table showing as clearly as possible the
removals which occurred in each province from the 7th to the
14th century.

The table has been prepared on the basis of the following
points of view:

(1) A Kokufu was removed according to the changes in the
function of the provincial government.

(2) There are often found, near the 7th century Kokufu,
the sites of temples built in the Hakuho(EI%) era.

(3) As a rule, a Kokubunji temple was founded near each
Kokufu in the middle of the 8th century.

(4) Kokufu were completed ( as small towns based on a
definite planning ) about the middle of the 8th century.

(5) Generally, Kokufu in the 10th century were located
along the highways shown in the Engishiki(i&git).

(6) Some Kokufu situated on low-lying ground were dest-
royed by floods in the late 9th or early 10th century.

&7) The records on Kokufu in the Wamyosho(%ﬂ%?&) show
the general conditions in the early 10th century, while the
records in the Irohajiruisho( ﬁ*Siﬁf?iéﬁb) show the state
of things in the middle of the 12th century.

(8) After the 9th century, the place name Kokuga(Ef )
indicates the location of a Kokufu, but after the 12th cen-
tury, the name Fuchu( 4 ) is used instead.

(9) Sosha(## ) shrines were founded in the 10th or 11th
century.

(10 Innyakusha(Eﬂﬁ&) shrines were originated in the
12th century.

(Sosha and Innyakusha are the Shinto shrines closely related

with Kokufu.)





